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This study is designed to discover if color is a dominant factor 
in relations among students at Atlanta University* There is a popular 
belief that the physical characteristics of a Negro are determining 
factors which designate his social position. It is the primary aim 
of this study to inquire into the efficacy of this theory as a 
regulatory factor in influencing the status position and behavior of 
Negroes in their social relationships. Furthermore, the study will 
attempt to shed light upon the behavior of Negroes in the choosing of 
future mates. It will also attempt to view the behavior of Negroes 
in the Atlanta University system in regards to their social, cultural 
characteristics and personal orientations. 
Several social scientists have employed the hypothesis that color 
is significant in various research studies. The chief discoverer and 
exponent of this hypothesis is W. Lloyd Warner* who postulates that 
caste and class regulate and control the behavior of Negroes and whites. 
In fact, Warner believes that caste and class integrate into one system 
all aspects of Negro-white relations. 
^W. Lloyd Warner, Color* Class and Society (New York* Harper and 
Row Publishers, 1936). 
1 
2 
Allison Davis and Burleigh Gardner^ in their "Old City" Missi¬ 
ssippi study have tested the hypothesis that color is significant. 
They attempted to show how the caste system controls the life and behav¬ 
ior of Negroes and whites in a typical Southern community. The only 
institution, they discovered, not completely integrated into the caste 
system is the economic. Studies of a small community in Mississippi 
were conducted by John Dollard and Hortense Powdermaker.3 Both are 
suggestive and to some extent support Warner's caste-class hypothesis. 
Powdermaker suggests that Negroes have learned to channelize their 
frustrations through aggressive forms of behavior within the caste- 
class context.** 
Gunnar Myrdal's "American Dilemma" indicates a caste-class hypo¬ 
thesis that is quite similar. Myrdal states that the American order 
of color caste has stamped even more directly the Negro class system by 
including relative whiteness as one of the main factors in determining 
status within the Negro community. This has a history among Negroes 
as old as class stratification is itself. Mixed bloods have always 
been preferred by the whites; they were assumed to be mentally more 
capable. They had a higher sales value on the slave market. The select 
classes of trained mechanics and house servants, who early came in close 
contact with the dominant culture of the whites, seem largely to have 
Allison Davis and Burleigh and Mary Gardner, Deep South (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1941). 
^John Dollard, Caste and Class in a Southern Town (New York: 
Doubleday and Company, 1937) and Hortense Powdermaker, After Freedom 
(New York: 1930). 
4Ibid. 
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been drawn from the group of mixed bloods, who had superior training 
in the manners of the white. In this way, their own actions changed 
and the mixed bloods managed to raise their status among the other 
slaves.** 
A sexual selection added its influence to this occupational dif¬ 
ferentiation. The fair-skinned house girls were used more frequently 
than were the plantation hands as mistresses by men of the planter 
class. They became the mothers of successive generations of even 
whiter children. Many of the white fathers freed their illegitimate 
mulatto offspring and often the children's mothers, or gave them the 
opportunity to work out their freedom on easy terms. Some were sent to 
the better Negro schools that provided an education for them. Some 
were given a start in business or helped to acquire land.^ 
For this reason, the free Negro population everywhere contained 
a greater proportion of mixed bloods than did the slave population. 
The mulattoes followed the white people's evaluation and associated 
their privileges with their lighter color. They considered themselves 
superior to most of the remaining black slave people and usually attri¬ 
buted their superiority to the fact of their mixed blood. The black 
slaves, too, came to hold this same evaluation. The white people, 
through some means or another, often purposely were able to exclude 
even the fairest of the mulatto group from their own caste in so far 
^Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma (New Yorkî Harper, Row 
Brothers, Publishers, 19^4), p. 125* 
6Ibid.. p. 127. 
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as they did not succeed in passing--and the mulattoes held themselves 
more and more aloof from the black slaves and the humbler blacks among 
the free Negroes; thus the mulattoes tended early to form a separate, 
intermediary caste of their own. Although they were augmented con¬ 
stantly by mulatto ex-slaves, they seldom married down into the slave 
group. In such cities as New Orleans, Charleston, Mobile, Natchez, and 
later, Washington, D. C., highly exclusive mulatto societies were 
formed which still exist, to a certain extent, today. Color thus became 
a badge of status and social distinction among the Negro people.^ 
Emancipation destroyed any possibility there might have been for 
the mulatto group to form an intermediary caste of their own in America 
as a substitute for not being able to get into the white group. Even 
the mulatto's upper class position was lost in relative exclusiveness 
as their monopoly of freedom was extinguished and white philanthropy 
began to aid the recently emancipated slave masses. The new definition 
of the Negro problem and the increased antagonism on the white side 
toward all Negroes who were "out of their place" made the whites less 
Q 
inclined to draw a distinction between light and dark Negroes. 
But at the same time, Emancipation broadened the basis for a 
Negro upper class and increased the possibilities for an education and 
better jobs. At this time, the Negro's chance to get ahead lay strictly 
in the hands of those who were mulatto. They became the political 
leaders, teachers, professionals and business people of the freed men 
7lbid., p. 128 
8Ibid.. p. 132 
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during Reconstruction. Compared with the newly freed slave population, 
they had a tremendous headstart. In the social stratification of the 
Negro community, the desire of one of its members to develop constructive 
business enterprises usually led to the marrying of a person of light 
skin color. This trend of marrying light-skinned people usually resulted 
because the Negro has been taught that lightness of color denotes beauty 
and intelligence. Blackness of skin remained undesirable and even took 
on an association of badness.^ 
There is a belief among Negroes that a Negro with light skin and 
other European features has in the North an advantage with white people 
when competing for jobs available for Negroes. It is less true in the 
South, particularly in the more humble occupations.^ The whites con¬ 
tinue to associate the nearness of their own physical types with superior 
endowments and cultural advancements, and the preponderance of fair¬ 
skinned Negroes in the upper strata seems to give this prejudice a 
basis in fact. Perhaps of even greater importance is the fact that the 
Negro community itself often has accepted this color preference over 
many others. In conversations, Negroes often try to deny or to mini¬ 
mize this fact. But there are a number of indications which an observer 
cannot help recording. For one thing, many individial Negroes will be 
found, when speaking about themselves, to rate their own color lighter 
than it actually is, but practically none to rate it darker. The desire 
on the part of Negro women of all shades and in all social classes to 
^Ibid.. p. 134. 
10Ibid.. p. 141. 
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bleach their skins and straighten their hair has been the basis for 
some of the most important Negro business and some of the largest for¬ 
tunes. Cosmetics for such purposes are most prominently advertised in 
the Negro newspapers and magazines. 
Since the early days of the slave trade, dark skin color has been 
considered a mark of inferiority—social, economic, and political- 
in the Anglo-American world. Africa has become the master symbol of 
benightedness and savergy, its people being thought of as lowest in 
the scale of culture and civilization—perhaps even not fully human. 
A vague belief permeates the society that Negroes are "closer to the 
apes." Folk-thought invests them—the descendants of African slaves— 
with an aura of primitiveness. They are considered impulsive, child¬ 
like, overemotional, and short on brains and initiative.^ 
Children learn early that social differences are Important and 
that income, education, language, eating habits, skin color, and a 
hundred and one other things must all be weighted in determining a 
12 
man's intrinsic worth or his acceptability as an associate. 
The Problem.—Is color a significant factor in Negro-Negro rela¬ 
tionships in categories of social activity, marriage and family, edu¬ 
cational settings, communal settings and professional relations? It 
appears that* in social relationships in the United States, color is 
often read as a signal to dinigrate, to discriminate and to segregate. 
"St. Clair Drake and Horace R. Cayton, Black Metropolis (New 
York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1961), p. 266. 
12Ibid.. p. 267. 
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These types of relationships take on the characteristics of a cultural 
norm» so much so that rewards» punishments and the strictest taboos have 
grown up around the idea of color being significant. American children, 
both Negro and white, very early develop behavior patterns and adopt 
value systems based on color; and American adults are seldom free from 
its connotations. That a racial determination on the basis of color 
can only be approximate for a limited spectrum of individuals, it seems 
that, using color as a basis for action, a legitimate index for human 
evaluation is present in our society. 
In the attempt to investigate the problem, data will be gathered 
and analyzed to answer the following specific questions: 
1. Does the respondent's place of birth play a decisive 
role in his selection of friends by color? 
2. Is the respondent's difference in attitudes toward 
skin color due to class status? 
3. Does religion influence attitudes of students about 
skin color? 
4. Does the respondent's marital status affect his atti¬ 
tudes toward the selecting of his associates? 
5. Does the respondent's age affect his attitudes toward 
others? 
6. Does the respondent's own color affect his attitudes 
toward others? 
7» Does black power influence attitudes toward skin color? 
Major Hypothesis.—Stemming from the general and specific questions 
raised, it is hypothesized that, in general, students' internalized 
!3C. Eric Lincoln, "Color and Group Identity in the United 
States," Daedalus. Ill (March, 1967), 528. 
8 
feelings about skin color influence their attitudes toward selection 
of friends and associates. 
Sub-hypotheses are as follows: 
1. Skin color influences the selection of friends of 
males to a greater degree than it does for females. 
2. There are no significant differences in attitudes of 
respondents born in the North toward color than for 
those born in the South. 
3* Skin color influences the selection of friends of 
middle class students to a greater degree than it 
does for lower class ones. 
4. Skin color influences the selection of friends of 
Protestants more than for Catholics. 
5. Respondents who are married are influenced to a 
lesser degree by skin color than are single 
respondents. 
6. There are no significant differences in attitudes 
toward skin color in selection of friends due to 
age. 
7. There are no significant differences in attitudes 
toward skin color due to the degree of black power 
beliefs. 
One of the issues of concern is whether "black power" has caused 
a change in attitudes since early studies on the significance of skin 
color. With the idea advocated by many Negroes now that "black is 
beautiful", there is some question as to the reason for this. 
Most psychiatrists and psychologists would agree that the Negro 
American suffers from a marred self-image of varying degree, which 
critically affects his entire psychological being. It is also a well- 
documented fact that this negative self-concept leads to self-destructive 
attitudes and behavior that hinder the Negro's struggle toward full 
14 
equality in American life. Civil rights leaders have long been aware 
14 
Ibid., p. 531. 
9 
of the need to build a positive sense of identity in the Negro masses. 
Today» however» there are indecisive schisms among these leaders as to 
how this can best be accomplished. 
The major problem in this study Is what are the attitudes of 
Atlanta University students toward skin color? Furthermore, the study 
is designed to discover if the students' attitudes will vary from 
favorable to unfavorable according to any or all of the.listed variables 
—age, sex, religion, class status, marital status, place of birth and 
skin color. 
The status system of most communities in the South is further 
complicated by a color-caste system which orders and systematically 
controls the relations of those categorized as Negroes and whites. 
Color-caste is a system of values and behavior which places all people 
who are thought of as black in an inferior status.^ 
Characteristics of American Negroes vary from very dark hair and 
skin and Negroid features to blonde hair, fair skin and Caucasian 
features; yet, all of them are placed in the "racial" category of Negro. 
The skin and physical features of American Caucasians vary from Nordic 
blonde types to the dark, swarthy skin and Negroid features of some 
eastern Mediterranean stocks; yet, all are classed socially as white, 
despite the fact that a sizable proportion of the Negroes are "whiter" 
in appearance than a large proportion of whites. The members of the 
two groups are punished severely by the formal and informal rules of 
Lloyd Warner, Social Class in America (New York: Harper 
and Row, Publishers, I960T, p. 20. ~ 
10 
our society if they intermarry. When they break the rule of caste¬ 
like endogamy, their children suffer the penalities of the caste-like 
system by being placed in the lower color caste. Furthermore, unlike 
class, the rules of the system forbid the members of the lower caste 
from climbing out of it. Their status and that of their children are 
fixed forever. This is true no matter how much money they have, how 
great the prestige and power they may accumulate or how well they have 
acquired correct manners and proper behavior.^ 
It is now time to ask what are the basic characteristics of 
social status common to the communities of many regions of the pre¬ 
dominantly Negro area? Economic factors are significant and important 
in determining the class position of any family or person, influencing 
the kind of behavior that is found in any class, and contributing their 
share to the present form of our status system. But, while significant 
and necessary, the economic factors are not sufficient to predict where 
a particular family or individual will be or to explain completely the 
phenomena of social class. Something more than a large income is neces¬ 
sary for high social position. Money must be translated into socially 
approved behavior and possessions, and these in turn must be translated 
into intimate participation with, and acceptance by members of a superior 
class. 
Although our democratic heritage makes us disapprove, our class 
order helps control a number of important functions. It unequally 
l6Ibid.. p. 21. 
17Ibid.. p. 23. 
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divides the highly and lowly valued things of our society among the 
several classes according to their rank* Our marriage rules conform 
to the rules of the class* No class system, however, is so rigid that 
it completely prohibits marriages above and below one's own class. 
Furthermore, an open class system such as ours permits a person during 
his lifetime to move up or down from the level into which he was born* 
Vertical social mobility for individuals or families is characteristic 
of all class systems* The principal forms of mobility here are through 
the use of money, education, occupation, talent, skill, philanthropy, 
. • 18 
sex and marriage. 
Class is vitally significant in marriage and training children as 
well as in most social activities of a community* Status plays a deci¬ 
sive role in the formation of personality at the various stages of 
development, for if young people in our society are to learn to live 
19 
adaptively as mature people, they must fit into their places* 
Conceptual Definitions of Relevant Terms.—Terms used in this 
study are defined as follows: 
Attitudes are acquired or learned tendencies to react 
toward or against something or somebody. It is 
evidenced by either approaching or withdrawing types 
of behavior.20 
Atlanta University Students are any individuals enrolled 
for the 1969 Summer school term at that institution. 
l8Ibid.. p. 24. 
19Ibid. 
2®Henry Pratt Fairchild, Dictionary of Sociology and Related 
Science (Tolowa, New Jersey: Littlefield, Adams and Co., 19&>), 
p. 124. 
12 
Skin Complexion is the degree of skin pigmentation as 
described by the respondents. 
Color-Caste is a system of values and behavior which 
places all people who are thought to be white in a 
superior position and those who are thought of as 
black in an inferior position.21 
Class Status is an hierarchical position in the social 
order characterized by differentia! distribution of 
prestige based on that position.22 
Re!iqion is the social institution built up around the 
idea of a supernatural being or beings and around the 
relation of human beings to them.23 
Marital Status is the relationship of the individual to 
the opposite sex in terms of being single, married, 
separated, engaged, widowed or divorced. 
Marginal Man is defined as any man who may live in two 
separate societies but not really at home in either. 
Place of Birth is the location where most of an individual's 
life is spent before reaching age 20. 
The concepts used in this study were operationalized as follows: 
Attitudes.—According to the individual's responses 
to specific questions on the questionnaire, attitudes 
were categorized as favorable or unfavorable (see 
questionnaire in Appendix). 
Class Status.—The respondents were classified as lower, 
middle or upper class according to family income and 
occupation of parents* Lower class was any income that 
was less than $5*000; $5,500 to $11,499 was considered 
middle class; and $12,500 and above was upper class. 
Skin Complexion.—The respondents were asked to classify 
themselves according to their own concept of skin complexion. 
The choices were very light, light, light brown, medium 
brown, dark brown, dark and very dark. 
2’W. Lloyd Warner, Social Class in America (New York: Harper 
and Row, Publishers, i960), p. 19. 
2^Ibid.. p* 21. 
^Henry Pratt Fairchild, Dictionary of Sociology and Related 
Science (Tolowa, New Jersey: Littlefield, Adams and Co., 1966), p. 257. 
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Decree of Black Power Beliefs.--The respondents were classi¬ 
fied according to the degree of their beliefs about black 
power. They were asked to check their opinions toward 
integration and separatism; whether it was not at all, 
rarely, occasionally, frequently or very frequently found. 
Research Design.—The study was conducted at Atlanta University 
during the Summer School Term, 1969, using both male and female students 
enrolled in the school. The students represented a variety of indi¬ 
viduals from different areas of the United States and from different 
backgrounds. Atlanta University students are predominantly Negro; 
it caters to students from areas other than Georgia. Students were 
used from this university due to its predominance of Negro students 
and those students enrolled at the time tended to have fairly close 
personal relationships. 
The basis for sampling was selected in a manner whereby infer¬ 
ence can be drawn about the sample. The students were selected by 
using one hundred male students and one hundred female students. 
The students were confronted in the Library, the cafeteria, the park¬ 
ing lots and the dormitories. The students were asked to respond to 
the questionnaire as soon as possible. The sample was accidental.^ 
It is hoped that the study might afford some generalizations concerning 
attitudes toward skin color that have relevance for Atlanta University 
and other predominantly Negro student bodies in the country. In this 
case, the sample was analytical in that it was selected in such a 
manner as to facilitate analyzing the relationships among variables. 
Furthermore, an attempt was made to select respondents with all 
of the possible pigment variations. Each respondent was checked by 
14 
the interviewer to denote skin color as determined by the interviewer. 
The respondents were asked to fill out the questionnaires from 
which their attitudes could be determined. The study was latitudinal 
(i.e., it covers a single point in time), and it is felt that it was 
useful in defining the attitudes of the students at this particular 
time. The variables used were sex, religion, class status, marital 
status, skin complexion, age and place of birth. One hundred female 
and one hundred male respondents were used. 
The general and specific attitudes were categorized according 
to the types of associations that the respondent holds with his friends. 
His attitudes were determined through the categorization of the follow- 
ing social relationships: 
General Attitudes Numbers of Items in 
questionnaire 
Social Activity 
a. attending church 
b. attending parties 
c. riding in cars 
d. fraternity and sorority 
associations 





a. grade school 
b. high school 
c. college 
Communal Settings 
12,15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24, and 25 
13, 14, 17, 18, 
32, 33, and 34 
9, 10, 11, 29 and 30 
a. dormitory life 
b. neighborhood life 26 and 35 
Numbers of Items in 
questionnaire 
Professional relationships 
a* doctors 28, 36, 37» 38* and 39 
b. lawyers 
The scoring technique was based on the degree of favorableness 
or unfavorableness on the Likert scale. In the Likert-type scale, 
subjects are asked to respond to each item in terms of several degrees 
of agreement or disagreement—for example* (1) strongly agree, (2) 
agree, (3) undecided, (4) disagree and (5) strongly disagree. The 
Likert-type scale has been used widely in attitudinal studies. It 
is simple to construct and permits the expression of several degree 
of agreement-disagreement. It is reliable and provides more informa¬ 
tion about the individual's opinion on the issues referred to by the 
given items than do other methods of measurement.^** 
Among the many methods available, the self-administered ques¬ 
tionnaire was most appropriate for collecting data for the study. 
Fixed alternative and open-ended types of questions were used on the 
questionnaires. With the cooperation and permission of the dormitory 
counselors, the dean of men and dean of women at the various schools, 
the questionnaires were completed by the respondents and collected on 
the same day that they were distributed. 
The questionnaires were self-administered to 200 respondents 
(100 males and 100 females). The number of respondents falling in 
25Clai re Selltiz, et al.. Research Methods in Social Relations 
(New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1959)» p. 347. 
16 
each category was tabulated. From these tabulations, the variables 
were compared on five different degrees of favorableness or unfavor- 
ableness through the use of percentages. Percentages were used because 
they were adequate for the purpose of the study, simple to compute and 
less time consuming than are some other methods of comparison. 
Percentage comparisons were employed to assess the relationships 
of variables. There was no effort made to determine the significance 
of differences statistically. No level of significance was chosen. 
Percents were employed with modal differences being an indication of 
the patterns of relationships. One of the essential features of modal 
elaboration is that it allows no single hypothesis to be viewed 
independently of others. Instead, there is a series of hypotheses 
which must be looked at in combination. Consequently, the tactic here 
was primarily to capitalize on patterns of percentage differences. 
Limitation of the Study.—This study has been designed to deter¬ 
mine the attitudes of Negro students at Atlanta University toward skin 
color and to assess the relationships of several variables to their 
attitudes. It is limited in scope in many ways. It applies to Negro 
students only at Atlanta University. Consequently, nothing can be 
said of the attitudes of white or foreign students in the school toward 
the phenomenon. 
Generally speaking, the study was concerned with the favorability 
or unfavorability of Atlanta University students toward the significance, 
if any, of skin color. It was concerned specifically with the influence 
of the variables named on these attitudes. 
There was a limited number of variables used in the study; namely, 
17 
age, sex, place of birth, skin complexion, marital status, class status 
and religion* There were others that could have been used which would 
have been just as interesting as these, but for practical purposes were 
not included* 
The majority of students were from the South and of the Protestant 
religion. Consequently, one does not get a good representative number 
from other sections of the country or from other religious groups* 
It is hoped that this study will encourage other works to be 
conducted in the same realm* Skin color seemed to be important in 
determining selection of friends in some cases; at least, some generali- 
zations were drawn. Finally, the results of this study might lend aid 
to further study of Negro life styles* 
Theoretical Orientation.—In the study, the theoretical orienta¬ 
tion is established around background beliefs, mate selection and 
selection of associates* 
For the past decades, civil rights groups have vigorously pursued 
the ideal that the integration of Negroes into "all phases of American 
life" combined with the teaching of a bit of "Negro History" would 
solve most of the Negro's identity problems. As a result, groups like 
the Black Muslims have been formed to make the Negro more aware of his 
background. Some have advocated "black consciousness" and different 
forms of solidarity among Negroes as the way to develop in them a sense 
of salvation and dignity. 
*°Alvin F. Poussaint, The Black Power Revolt (Boston: Poreter 
Sargent Publishers, 1968), p. 94* 
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In the resulting color caste system that developed after 1865 
when slavery was abolished* white people made certain that any wares 
they allotted to the Negro were inferior. The Caucasian American 
socialized the black man to internalize and believe all of the many 
vile things he said about him; they encouraged and rewarded behavior 
and attitudes in Negroes that substantiated their indicting stereo¬ 
types. Black men were happy-go-lucky* lazy* stupid* irresponsible and 
unintelligent. Not only have black men been taught that blackness is 
evil and Negroes "no-good," they have* in addition* been brainwashed 
continually that only "light is right." It was the lightskinned 
Negroes with straight hair who were allowed to elevate themselves in 
America. Of course* the white people suggested* and the Negroes came 
to believe* that such Negroes were better because they had much "white 
blood." And there are still cliques of light-skinned Negroes in our 
communities who more often than not tend to reject their darker 
brothers. Black men were taught to despise their kinky hair* broad 
noses and thick lips. Our "black" magazines pushed the straightening 
of hair and bleaching cream as major weapons in the Negro's fight for 
social acceptability and psychological comfort. Now the magazines 
push the Afro-American wigs and cosmetics as well.^ 
The most tragic* yet predictable* part of all this is that the 
Negro has come to form his self-image and self-concept on the basis of 
what white racists have prescribed. Therefore* black men and women 
learn quickly to hate themselves and each other more than does their 
19 
white oppressor. There is abundant evidence that racism has left almost 
irreparable scars on the psyche of Afro-Americans that burden them 
with an unrelenting, painful anxiety that drives the psyche to reach 
Although the Negro's self-concept is determined in part by 
factors associated with poverty and low economic class status, he has 
come to a period in America when lover-class membership is not always 
the place for the Negro. The black child develops in a color-caste 
system and inevitably acquires the negative self-esteem that is the 
29 
natural outcome of membership in the lowest stratum of such a system. 
In Mississippi or any Northern city ghetto, one has only to visit 
Head Start schools with three to five-year olds to see that these 
children already suffer damaged self-esteem. You hear the children 
shouting at each other in anger, "black pig," "dirty nigger" and 
others. Much of this negative self-image is passed to them directly 
by parents who themselves have been conditioned by racism to hate their 
blackness. And thus a vicious circle is perpetuated from generation to 
generation.30 
"Black consciousness," including the call for "black power move¬ 
ment," supports the argument that, as long as Negroes are powerless 
politically and do not have their own sense of pride and worth as black 
men, they are psychological beggars in a white man's house.3* 
It is known that such groups as the Black Muslims have frequently 
out for a sense of identity and self-esteem.^8 
28 
Ibid., p. 96. 3°Ibid. 
31Ibid., p. 98. 
29 
Ibid., p. 97 
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had many positive and constructive effects on the black man in his 
community. This group has brought greater self-reliance and dignity 
to the Negro community regardless of color. They have also instilled 
pride and esteem in Negroes by emphasizing Negro history and achieve¬ 
ments. "Black consciousness" programs can build Negro self-confidence 
by calling upon the black man to think and do for himself. 
Another issue involves the permanent "passing" of thousands of 
Negroes into the white race each year. This cannot be effectively 
prevented so long as there are interracial unions, with or without 
benefit of law or clergy. Thousands of others pass whenever it provides 
social or economic opportunities not readily available outside the 
majority group. Reliable estimates on the basis of three hundred and 
fifty years of miscegenation and passing suggest that there are several 
million so called "Caucasians" in this country who are part Negro inso¬ 
far as they have Negro blood or Negro ancestry. Since there are few 
Negro Americans who do not have some white blood, the continuing pre¬ 
occupation with racial identification by color would seem to be of little 
reward—the more crucial facts having already been established by a 
countervailing proclivity. 
In the search for an identity based on color, the Negro seems to 
have internalized the extent to which color plays a significant role 
in his social relationships. He is simply reacting to a status first 




33c. Eric Lincoln, "Color and Group Identity in the United States," 
Daedalus. Ill (March, 1967)» 531* 
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Yet to say that color is dead as an aspect of racial psychosis 
would be to lay prematurely to rest a troublesome syndrome. Quite 
apart from its elemental concern with status and power, color, as a 
cultural value, has continuing significance for aesthetics and personal 
identity. The prevailing conceptions of what or who is beautiful vary 
widely between native Africans and their Afro-American counterparts. 
The white ideal of feminine pulchritude, though less stressed than 
formerly, is still the archetype for the overwhelming majority of 
Negro American women and the persistent choice of Negro men. Cosmetic 
preparations for lightening skin and straightening hair represent a 
multi-milHon-dollar market among Negroes not favored with Caucasoid 
features. Among the less affluent and more credulous, urine rinses 
for the face and 'Vnammy-leg" presses for the hair contribute to the 
34 unending search for some approximation of the white ideal. 
To the intense delight of a street-corner gathering, a Negro 
punster described the type of ideal woman in exaggerated terms reflec¬ 
ting the Negro's preoccupation with color* 
She got to be white, Jack-- 
'Cause white is right 
Both day and nightl 
She got to be old and white, 
'Cause is she's old 
She's been white longer1 
She's got to be big and white, 
'Cause if she's big 
She's much more whitel 
But listen, Jack— 
If she just can't be white 
Then let her be real light brownl^ 
34Ibid., p. 532. 
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If anything, the light-skinned Negro is a disadvantage. In the 
old days, color meant (at least nominal) privilege, for it bespoke the 
presence of the master's blood. Today, as the Negro develops an fnereas- 
ing appreciation of his own accomplishments and of other non-whites, 
the premium on "the master's blood" is diminished signally. Anyone 
whose light skin color is thought to be of recent derivation is exposed 
to a degree of censure and disapproval not known in former times.J 
The Negro's experiences in America have provided for him a mass 
social neurosis that can only become more morbid as the frustrations 
of trying to cope with the problem of color and identity are intensi¬ 
fied by education and increased marginality at the top of the social 
pyramid, and increasing poverty and the concomitant loss of personhood 
at the bottom. Less deserving people from all over the world could come 
to America and claim their Identity so long as they were white. The 
Negro could never claim his because he is black.37 
The trauma of this rejection polarizes the color crisis between 
the races and keeps alive the anxieties of identification and color 
within the Negro sub-group. Charles Silberman is probably right: 
"Consciousness of color is not likely to disappear unless color itself 
disappears, or unless men lose their eyesight." But consciousness of 
color,like consciousness of kind, is not a reasonable basis upon which 
to project a system of group relations. Nor has it ever been.38 
Obviously, attitudes of Negro college and university students 
36Ibid.. p. 539. 
37lbid.« P* 540. 
38Ibid. 
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toward skin color are not openly observable. In a casual conversation 
with Atlanta University students, one hears varying opinions on the 
subject. 
Rationale.—The Negro student of today is quite a change from 
the student of years prior to 1969. Due to the new ideas of self* 
awareness and of "black consciousness," the Negro student has at long 
last found his identity to some extent. He is likely to have some 
interesting attitudes in determining how he feels about persons of 
certain skin color, whether his opinions are negative or positive. 
It is assumed that a study of this nature is important in view 
of the fact that more might be learned about attitudes of Negro students 
concerning skin color. 
A study of this type may further show the need for others of its 
kind to be conducted. It is hoped that this study will entice others 
to try to conduct similar ones and to include other minority groups 
in their opinions or attitudes toward their own kind. 
Review of the Literature.—The literature reviewed consists of 
those studies and books that are concerned with the black man and his 
concept of himself. 
A study that was conducted by Charles Henry Parish on the "Signi* 
ficance of Color in the Negro Community," was conducted in the late 
1930's in a Kentucky community. The study is the only one to the 
investigator's knowledge that deals directly with attitudes toward skin 
color. 
This study differs from Parish's because it is limited to Atlanta 
University Negro students some thirty or more years later. 
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Oollard's Caste and Class in a South Town^ indicates that first 
caste awareness apparently occurs very early in the Negro family. One 
Negro said he used to hear his parents and their guests talking; the 
conversation would always be about the bad treatment received by the 
Negroes* their hard lot and hard luck. Still another source of racial 
awareness occurred in the family because his brothers and sisters were 
of different shades. The darker ones would assume that the lighter 
ones wanted to be white; and* if they showed any arrogance in behavior* 
it was said of them that they were trying to act like whites; in fact* 
the lighter children did not have to be nearly as bold as the darker 
ones to draw this reproach. 
Another informant was taught by his mother to prefer the "brighter" 
Negro girls. He is fairly light himself. When he thought of marrying* 
he could not consider any real dark girls. He said his mother felt like 
this because the brighter people were treated more like men and women 
and got more concessions from the whites; it was obvious*too* that this 
informant wished to advance his own status by marrying a light woman. 
¥ 
The principle here seems very simple. Whiteness represents 
full personal dignity and full participation in American society. 
Blackness or darkness represents limitation and inferiority; and some¬ 
times even animal character is imputed to it. The Negroes share suffi¬ 
ciently in American society to want to be fully human in the American's 
senser to this end*:they prefer to be as light as possible; the white 
^John Dollard, Caste and Class in a Southern Town (New York: 
Doubleday and Company*1957)» p. 68. 
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caste seems to grant some recognition, informally, of course, to the 
light colors. Consciousness of color and accurate discrimination 
between shades is a we 11-developed Negro caste mark in Southern town; 
whites, of course, are not nearly so skillful in distinguishing and 
naming various shades.4® 
The question of color comes up constantly in reference to marri¬ 
age within the Negro group. A woman informant said her mother objected 
to her marriage to a very dark man. The informant did not know the 
reason at the time and the mother did not press her objections. Later, 
however, it became clear that the mother did not like the fact that 
the husband was so dark. She was extraordinarily sensitive to color 
and preferred the lighter people. 
The same informant stated that light Negro men frequently like 
darker women, whereas very dark men like lighter women. She says this 
belief is widely held by colored people. A professional man in particu¬ 
lar likes to have a very light wife. It is believed that if a man is 
very dark and his wife very light, he is likely to be madly in love 
with her.41 
There is, of course, no absolute rule on this score; personal 
qualities undoubtedly interfers with the tendency to "marry light." 
Since the marriage choice remains often with the man in our society, 
it usually follows that the woman Is lighter than the man, usually 
because he has the chance to choose. Class considerations also enter 
here. A man may marry a darker woman because she is of a better class 
4°Ibid.. p. 68. 
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than he; she may have* for example, some exceptional skill or talent, 
ii? 
Hke being a nurse, a teacher, a singer, a caterer or what not* 
Although fine gradations in skin piçpnentation can be made, social 
traditions normally disregard them. People are classified as white, 
black, yellow and so on* To be sure, the classification of "high 
yellow" or "mulatto" is sometimes used, but at least for members of 
white society those who fall into such categories could just as well 
be black* One major way of off-setting the tendency to reject those 
whose skin differs from one's own would be to generate factual evidence 
of similarity over and above pigmentation differences* If persons were 
aware that pigmentation was all that differentiated them from other 
racial groups, the climate for generating positive relations would be 
improved vastly* Avoidance of or aversion to those who appear different 
tends to create social segmentation* Persons may choose their friends, 
associates, marriage partners and places of residence on the basis of 
perceived similarity. 
The imprint on Negroes of this whole system of ordering "black" 
and "white" has been seen and experienced by many but studied by few* 
Every "black" person obviously has been called upon to reject or some¬ 
how deflect from himself the associations of evil and inferiority so 
powerfully attached to blackness. He has been called upon to do this, 
moreover, under conditions in which his ego was kept under constant 
42Ibid*, p. 71. 
4%enneth J. Gergen, "The Significance of Skin Color in Human 
Relations," Dadealus. Ill (March, 1967), 395* 
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assault from all the conditions of his life* That so many Negroes in 
every successive generation found the ego strength to meet and resist 
these identifications is in itself no small miracle. That a great 
number accepted the white man's images as the truth about thèmselves 
is no wonder at all. 
Standards of beauty He close to the core of the whole business 
of color caste* Negroes generally adopted the models of "white" or 
"Caucasian" good looks that filled the moving-picture screens* bill¬ 
boards* newspapers and magazines and tended to prefer those Negroes 
who closely resembled the "white". Aggressive dark men could lift 
themselves above color caste discrimination by their success* but a 
prime reward of their success was the chance it gave them to reject 
dark-skinned women and more often than usual find means of choosing 
the lighter-skinned and less-Negro-looking women to be their wives* 
This left the dark Negro woman the least desired and the least admired. 
She became the carrier of the heaviest part of the burden of the color 
caste system. The evidence seems to be that the dark female's position 
has changed much* but still less and much more slowly than those of 
fairer skin color 
In the 1930's* the very black and very Negro* Mrs. Mary McLeod 
Bethune* presented a new model of beauty. She presented one of high 
achievement made by a dark-skinned Negro woman that made a considerable 
u C 
dent in color-caste attitudes. 
Iff I 
Harold R. Issacs* The New World of Negro Americans (New York* 
The John Day Company* Publishers* 1963)» pi 80. 
45Ibid.. p. 91. 
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The light-skinned Negro has been characterized as a "marginal 
man"—one fate has condemned to live in two societies and in two differ* 
ent cultures* He has been assumed to show restlessness* instability* 
and all sorts of deviations from a harmonious and well-balanced per- 
46 
sonality type*" 
If mulattoes were placed under the caste.yoke* their actual life 
style situations would be viewed independently* It is forgotten that 
the Negro upper strata or often upper middle class enjoy considerable 
protection behind the wall of segregation and that a light skin in all 
social strata of the Negro community has its definite advantages. 
Usually these two factors tend to make mulattoes more satisfied to be 
Negroes than are the darker Negroes* This is due to the concessions 
that they often receive because of their skin color. It should not be 
denied* of course* that there are fair-skinned Negroes in America who 
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develop the personality trait traditionally ascribed to them* 
It is necessary that the general characteristics of the mixed- 
blood be given. He is not the dejected* spiritless outcast; neither is 
he the inhibited conformist. He is more likely to be more the type 
whose attitude shows that he is often restless and race conscious* 
aggressive and radical* ambitious and creative. The lower status to 
which he is assigned naturally creates discontent and rebellious feel¬ 
ings. From an earlier* spontaneous Identification with the white man, 
he has* under the rebuffs of a categorical race prejudice* turned about 
^Everett V, Stonaauist. The Marginal Man (New York* Russell 
and Russell* Inc.* Publishers* I960* p. 19. 
47Ibid. 
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and identified himself with the Negro race. Living in such a world 
where he is viewed as a marginal man, the mulatto finds himself 
48 
experiencing a great deal of conflict. 
As studies indicate, however, it is important to recognize the 
fact that every Negro, whether light or dark, is indeed a marginal man 
in American society. Skin color is only one factor among many creating 
personality problems for Negroes. 
Warner and Adams,^ fn attempting to see how color operates 
within the Negro caste, studied the Northern urban community in Chicago. 
It was the thesis of Warner and his associates that color is an impor¬ 
tant criterion within the Negro society influencing status and posi¬ 
tional relationships. 
Still another study was completed by Charles Henry Parish who 
attempted to learn something of color as it operates in the borderline 
Negro urban community of Louisville, Kentucky. He also hypothesized 
that color operates within the structure of Negro society determining 
class stratification.^0 
This study is similar to others that have been done in that it 
attempts to study the Negro's attitudes and his involvement in relations 
with other people who have similar beliefs about skin color. It attempts 
to learn reasons for these attitudes as Davis and Gardner did in their 
studies as exemplified by their book, Deep South. It is similar to 
48 
Ibid., p. 25. 
Lloyd Warner, and Walter A. Adams, Color and Human Nature 
(Washington, D. C«: McGraw-Hill Book Publishers, 194l). 
5°Charles H. Parish, "The Significance of Color in the Negro Com¬ 
munity." (Unpublished Ph.D. Dissertation, Department of Sociology, 
University of Chicago). 
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the study conducted by Parish because both studies are limited to the 
Negro racial group* It differs from Parish's study, however, because 
the study is testing attitudes of students rather than an entire urban 
black community* 
It differs from others that have been done because it is limited 
to Atlanta University Negro students* No study similar to this one 
has been conducted at Atlanta University* 
CHAPTER II 
ATTITUDES TOWARD SKIN COLOR BY AGE, 
PLACE OF BIRTH, SEX AND RELIGION 
In this chapter, an anlysis of the data from the study to deter¬ 
mine the attitudes toward skin color is given. As stated earlier, 
questionnaires were passed out to 200 students—100 males and 100 
females. Table 1 shows the general attitudes of the total sample. 
The responses were classified into four attitude categories: 
very favorable, favorable, undecided and unfavorable. The largest 
percentage (31*0 percent) of the respondents had very favorable 
attitudes toward dark-skinned people. A total of 43*0 percent had 
favorable attitudes toward dark-skinned people. 
A small percent (10.5 percent) was undecided as to a preference 
toward either light-skinned or dark-skinned persons. A small percent 
(7.5) was unfavorable toward light-skinned people and 9*0 percent 
was unfavorable toward dark-skinned people. 
There was a significant percent (17) with very favorable atti¬ 
tudes toward light-skinned people; 13*0 percent were favorable toward 
light-skinned people. A total of 30.0 percent had favorable attitudes 
toward light-skinned people. 
From the data collected, it is evident that the major hypothesis 
was supported. Students do seem to have internalized feelings about 
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skin color; these attitudes are indicated in their responses* They 
were» however» a little more favorable toward dark-skinned people 
than toward light-skinned ones. 
TABLE 1 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS TOWARD SKIN 




Skinned Persons Number 
Percent of 
Respondents 
Very Favorable 34 17.0 
Favorable 26 13.0 
Undecided 11 5.5 





Very Favorable 62 31.0 
Favorable 24 12.0 
Undecided 10 5.0 
Unfavorable 18 9.0 
Total 200 100.0 
The favorable attitudes toward light-skinned people may be 
attributed to the belief that light-skin still signifies beauty or 
a means to get ahead in American society. It could be considered that 
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background beliefs caused this feeling. While most respondents favored 
dark-skinned people, no definite reason may be given, but, their 
responses might indicate more favorability toward dark-skinned people 
because of the new trend toward a new black self-image or "black 
consciousness." 
Age.—The age categories ranged from 19 to 45* As was expected, 
the largest number of respondents fell into the 19-24 and 25-30 
categories. This is due to the fact that a larger number of the 
students are continuing toward graduate degrees immediately after 
college graduation rather than waiting a number of years. There 
were only 18 students in the age groups over thirty. While the per¬ 
centages in these categories are not greatly significant, they are 
presented for some insight into possible youth-elderly differences. 
Several of the summer school students are in-service teachers and a 
substantial number of the persons in the categories over thirty were 
from this group. This group of teachers represent several states 
throughout the South. They come from such cities in the United States 
as Washington, 0. C., Philadelphia, New York City, Chicago, Little 
Rock, Baltimore, Nashville and Memphis. Other smaller cities were 
also represented. 
In all age categories, the majority of students had favorable 
attitudes toward both groups (see Table 2). The first highest percent 
of responses for the 19-24 category was very favorable toward dark- 
skinned people. The second highest percent of responses for the 
19-24 category was unfavorable toward light-skinned people. The 
respondents in the 25-30 category had more favorable attitudes toward 
TABLE 2 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF ATTITUDES TOWARD SKIN COLOR BY AGE 
Attitudes Toward Aqe 
Light-Skinned 19-24 25-30  31-35  36 and Over 
Persons Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Very Favorable 10 8.5 5 10.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Favorable 12 9.5 12 25.0 1 0.0 2 10.0 
Undecided 8 5.6 2 5.0 2 16.0 1 6.9 
Unfavorable 26 21.4 7 15.0 _ 20 15.0 6 33.4 
Attitudes Toward Dark- 
Skinned Persons 
Very Favorable 39 31.3 0 0.0 5 45.4 7 40.0 
Favorable 17 13.7 13 30.0 2 14.6 2 9.7 
Undecided 4 3.2 2 5.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Unfavorable 8 6.8 ? 10.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Total 124 100.0 46 100.0 12 100.0 18 100.0 
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light-skinned people than they did toward dark-skinned persons. In 
the category of persons 31-35 years of age, more of them favored the 
dark-skinned person; those over 35 years preferred the dark-skinned 
group also. It appears that by the time a person has reached the age 
of thirty or more, his internalized feelings tend to change; and, if 
he, at one time, did prefer light-skinned persons, he has learned by 
this time that color is really not significant. 
The sub-hypothesis stated, “There are no significant differences 
in attitudes toward skin color in selection of friends due to age." 
This hypothesis was disproved, as there do seem to be significant 
differences in attitudes due to age. Respondents in the age category 
25-30 (35 percent) tended to prefer light-skinned persons, respondents 
in the 19-24 age group preferred dark-skinned persons (45 percent); 
while those over 30 leaned toward the dark-skinned person. 
The attitudes of the respondents over thirty could be attributed 
to maturity, while the younger students were still searching for the 
ideal relationship. It could be that students who were younger have 
not formed their own standards, but might be swayed somewhat by the 
attitudes of their peers. 
Area.—There were' four area categories—North, South, East and 
West. The majority of the respondents were from the South. The 
Southern states represented were Alabama, Arkansas, District of Colum¬ 
bia, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia. Northern 
states represented were Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Iowa, 
New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. The Eastern 
TABLE 3 
ATTITUDES OF RESPONDENTS TOWARD SKIN COLOR BY 
AREA 
Attitudes Toward North South East West 
Light-Skinned 
Persons 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Very Favorable o,: 0.0 40 35.0 2 10.5 0 0.0 
Favorable 5 10.0 6 5.0 1 5.5 0 0.0 
Undecided 35 6.0 16 15.6 0 0.0 1 7.0 
Unfavorable 17 33.5 4 3.4 3 15.0 4 31.0 
Attitudes Toward Dark- 
Skinned Persons 
Very Favorable 18 35.5 34 30.0 10 45.6 8 62.0 
Favorable 7 9.0 5 4.3 3 16.4 0 0.0 
Undecided 31 6.0 2 1.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Unfavorable 0 0.0 6 5.0 2 7.0 0 0.0 
Total 53 100.0 113 100.0 21 100.0 13 100.0 
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states represented were Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut and Dela¬ 
ware* The Western states represented were Texas, Oklahoma, Cali¬ 
fornia, Arizona and Colorado* 
The highest percentage of favorable attitudes toward light¬ 
skinned people came from students who were designated as being from 
the South (see Table 3)* The largest percentage of those from the 
South (35*0) were very favorable toward light-skinned people while 
5*0 percent were favorable. A total percentage of 40.0 were favor¬ 
able toward light-skinned people* Only 3*4 percent were unfavorable 
toward light-skinned people and 15*6 percent were undecided. As to 
attitudes toward dark-skinned people, 30*0 percent from the South 
were very favorable while 4*3 percent were favorable* A total of 
34*3 percent were favorable toward dark-skinned people* Only 1*7 
percent were undecided and 5*0 percent were unfavorable toward dark- 
skinned people. 
Those persons born in the North had slightly different opinions* 
There were none who were very favorable toward light-skinned people; 
10.0 percent were favorable. Six percent were undecided and 33*5 
percent were unfavorable toward light-skinned people. Concerning 
attitudes toward dark-skinned people, 35*5 percent were very favorable 
toward dark-skinned people; 9*0 percent were favorable; 6.0 percent 
were undecided. A total of 44*5 percent in the North indicated favor¬ 
able attitudes toward dark-skinned people* About 6.0 percent were 
undecided and no respondents were unfavorable toward dark-skinned 
persons* 
Attitudes of persons from the East were 10*5 percent very favor¬ 
able and 5*5 percent favorable toward light-skinned persons* A 
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total of 16.0 percent were favorable toward light-skinned people* No 
respondents were undecided; and 15*0 percent were unfavorable toward 
light-skinned people* A total of 62 percent of the respondents from 
the East were favorable toward dark-skinned people. There were none 
who were undecided and 7*0 percent were unfavorable toward dark- 
skinned people* 
Among the respondents from the West, no persons were very favor¬ 
able toward light-skinned people while none were favorable. Only 
7*0 percent were undecided and 31*0 percent were unfavorable toward 
light-skinned people* All of the respondents (62*0 percent) were 
very favorable toward dark-skinned people; none were undecided; and, 
none were unfavorable. 
The sub-hypothesis states, "There are no significant differences 
in attitudes of respondents born in the North from those born in the 
South toward skin color." This hypothesis was disproved. The 
respondents from the South had split opinions in their degree of 
favorability toward light-skinned and dark-skinned persons. Those 
respondents born in the North showed more favorable attitudes toward 
the dark-skinned person. 
It seems that those persons born in the North had few entrenched 
ideas that light-skin is more beneficial in the choosing of friends 
and associates. From studies that have been conducted in the South, 
the attitudes usually were more lenient toward the light-skinned 
person.^ As for Eastern and Western attitudes, although the number 
Ijohn Dollard, Caste and Class in a Southern Town (New York: 
Doubleday and Company, 1957). 
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of respondents from these areas was too small to be of great signifi¬ 
cance, they firmly supported or favored the dark-skinned person* 
A possible explanation for the differences in attitudes on a 
regional basis is that in the South, the white man has often led the 
black to believe in the inferiority of black people and that the 
closer one was to being white, the greater the opportunity for him. 
While those persons in areas other than the South learned that the 
idea of the whites was not necessarily true; their opinions changed 
to a greater degree than did those persons who lived in the South, 
or at least at a more rapid pace than did attitudes in the South* 
Religion*—The respondents had a choice of four religious cate¬ 
gories: Protestants, Catholics, Muslims and Other (Table 4). The 
plurality of respondents in the Protestant category had favorable 
attitudes toward light-skinned people. Thirty-five percent were very 
favorable and 5*0 percent were favorable toward light-skinned people* 
As indicated,11*4 percent were undecided and 10*6 percent were unfavor¬ 
able toward light-skinned people. As to attitudes toward dark-skinned 
people, 21*3 percent were very favorable and 5*3 percent were favorable; 
3*4 percent were undecided; and, 7*4 percent were unfavorable* 
Among the Catholics, 55»0 percent were very favorable toward 
light-skinned people and 5*0 percent were favorable* None were unde¬ 
cided or unfavorable toward light-skinned people. Ten percent of 
the respondents were favorable toward dark-skinned people; 15*4 per¬ 
cent were undecided; and 14.6 percent were unfavorable. 
Among the Black Muslims (25), approximately 32.0 percent were 
undecided and 40.0 percent were unfavorable toward light-skinned 
TABLE 4 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF ATTITUDES TOWARD SKIN COLOR BY RELIGION 
Attitudes Toward Light Protestant Catholic Black Muslim Other 
Skinned People Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Very Favorable 36 35.0 30 55.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Favorable 5 5.0 3 5.0 0 0.0 2 12.0 
Undecided 12 11.4 0 0.0 8 32.0 1 7.0 
Unfavorable 11 10.6 0 0.0 10 40.0 l 7.0 
Attitudes Toward Dark- 
Skinned People 
Very Favorable 22 21.3 0 0.0 1 4.0 6 40.0 
Favorable 6 5.7 6 10.0 6 24.0 3 20.0 
Undecided 4 3.4 9 15.4 0 0.0 1 7.0 
Unfavorable 8 7.6 8 14.6 0 0.0 1 7.0 
Total 104 100.0 56 100.0 25 100.0 15 100.0 
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people. As was expected, 4.0 percent were very favorable toward 
dark-skinned people and 24.0 percent were favorable. None were 
undecided and none were unfavorable toward dark-skinned people. It 
is highly improbable that the Black Muslim respondents would indicate 
an unfavorable attitude toward the dark-skinned person. Since the 
Black Muslim looks upon the light-skinned person as a part of the 
"establishment", he looks upon the dark-skinned person as a "brother 
for the cause" of perpetuating "Black pride" or consciousness. 
In the category of Other, which includes those respondents who 
are Episcopalians and Church of Christ members, 12.0 percent were 
favorable toward light skinned people; 7*0 percent were undecided; 
7.0 percent were unfavorable. Forty percent were very favorable 
toward dark-skinned people; 20.0 percent were favorable. Only 7.0 
percent were undecided; 7.0 percent were unfavorable toward dark- 
skinned people. 
It is difficult to determine what accounts for these attitudes. 
It is possible that the data are not quite exact due to the small 
number of respondents in the Muslim and Other categories. 
Catholics preferred light-skinned people and were unfavorable 
toward dark-skinned people except for an insignificantly small per¬ 
centage. Most black Catholics seem to identify with the white and 
tend to favor those persons that were closest to the white skin color. 
They tend to identify with the white more readily because many believe 
that lightness of color denotes a means to get ahead at a more rapid 
pace. 
Among the Black Muslims, there was no favorability toward light¬ 
skinned people. There was, however, a degree of unfavorability. The 
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highest degree of favorability was toward the dark-skinned person* 
Black Muslims preach and seem to believe in the black man's develop¬ 
ment of a new "self-image." This new "self-image" is a far cry from 
what the white man would have the black to think of himself* The 
white man seems to prefer that the black keep the same old stereo¬ 
typed belief that the black man is inferior. The new "self-imagé" 
that the black man tends to lean toward today is one of feeling that 
he is as intelligent as anyone else* 
In the Other category, which includes the persons belonging to 
the Church of Christ and Episcopalian faith, a small percentage 
favored the light-skinned person, but, again, the greatest number was 
more favorable toward the dark-skinned person. The number of respon¬ 
dents in this category was relatively small and was not enough to 
make an astounding difference* 
The sub-hypothesis states "skin color influences the selection 
of friends of Protestants more than for Catholics'; the hypothesis 
was disproved* It seems that skin color influences the selection of 
friends of Catholics to a greater degree than it does for Protestants. 
The reason for this goes back to the idea that lightness of color 
denotes a means to get ahead at a more rapid pace than it does to 
those persons who are of a darker skin tone* 
Sex*—The respondents were categorized into male and female 
(Table 5). The attitudes of the male respondents were 31*0 percent 
very favorable toward light-skinned persons and 20.0 percent favorable; 
3*0 percent were undecided and 7.0 percent unfavorable* Twenty per¬ 
cent were very favorable toward dark-skinned persons; 10.0 percent 
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were favorable; 2.0 per cent were undecided; and 7.0 percent were 
unfavorable. 
Among the female students» 21.0 percent were very favorable 
toward light-skinned people; 8.0 percent were favorable; 14.0 percent 
were undecided; and 6.0 percent were unfavorable. As to attitudes 
toward dark-skinned people» 33*0 percent were very favorable and 4.0 
percent were favorable. Four percent were undecided and 10.0 percent 
were unfavorable toward dark-skinned people. 
TABLE 5 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF ATTITUDES TOWARD 
SKIN COLOR AND SEX 
Attitudes Toward Light- Male Female 
Skinned People Number Percent Number Percent 
Very favorable 31 31.0 21 21.0 
Favorable 20 20.0 8 8.0 
Undecided 3 3.0 14 14.0 
Unfavorable * 7 7.0 6 6.0 
Attitudes Toward Dark- 
Skinned People 
Very Favorable 20 20.0 33 33.0 
Favorable 10 10.0 4 4.0 
Undecided 2 2.0 4 4.0 
Unfavorable 7 7.0 10 10.0 
Total 100 100.0 100 100.0 
The sub-hypothesis states that "skin color influences the selec¬ 
tion of friends of males to a greater degree than it does for females." 
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The data support this hypothesis* Male respondents prefer light¬ 
skinned friends more so than do female students prefer either color* 
There was a slight indication, however, that female students prefer 
dark-skinned friends more than they prefer light-skinned ones. These 
attitudes were especially prevalent among male and female respondents 
when they responded to questions concerning dating, engagements and 
marriages. It indicates, then, that females prefer dark-skinned male 
friends and males prefer light-skinned female friends* 
Again, it must be Indicated that these attitudes have been the 
internalized feeling of most of the respondents* The light-skinned 
wife to the male is really a status symbol* He has been led to 
believe that society condones this type of relationship because light¬ 
ness denotes beauty and intelligence. To the female respondent, a 
dark-skinned male denotes masculinity, intelligence and good looks. 
CHAPTER III 
ATTITUDES TOWARD SKIN COLOR BY CLASS STATUS, 
MARITAL STATUS AND SKIN COLOR 
In this chapter, an analysis of the data from the study to 
determine attitudes toward skin color is given. Table 6 shows the 
attitudes toward skin color by class status. 
Class Status.»-Class status was determined by income categories 
checked by the respondents. The occupations of parents were con¬ 
sidered as a check on the income category. 
As was expected, the highest percentage of respondents was from 
the middle class (115)« Of these respondents, none were very favor¬ 
able toward light-skinned people; 3*4 percent were favorable; 6.6 
percent were undecided; 16.0 percent were unfavorable toward light¬ 
skinned people. As to the attitudes toward dark-skinned people, 57*0 
percent were favorable; none were very favorable. It was indicated 
that 5*0 percent were undecided and 12.0 percent were unfavorable 
toward dark-skinned people. 
Among the lower class respondents, there were no favorable atti¬ 
tudes toward light-skinned persons; 47*0 percent were unfavorable. 
Attitudes toward dark-skinned persons were very favorable; 40.0 per¬ 
cent and 13*0 percent were favorable. No respondents were undecided 




PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF ATTITUDES TOWARD SKIN 
COLOR BY CLASS STATUS 
Attitudes Toward Class Status 
Light-Skinned UDDI ir Middle Lower 
People Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Very Favorable 8 31.4 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Favorable 2 16.6 4 3.4 0 0.0 
Undecided 1 5.3 8 6.6 0 0.0 




Very Favorable 3 15.0 0 0.0 26 40.0 
Favorable 2 7.0 66 57.0 8 13.0 
Undecided 1 5.4 6 5.0 0 0.0 
Unfavorab1e 3 13.6 13 12.0 0 0.0 
Total 21 100.0 115 100.0 64 100.0 
Within the upper class, attitudes toward light-skinned persons 
were 31*4 percent very favorable and 16.6 percent favorable; 5*3 
percent were undecided and 5.7 percent were unfavorable. In their 
attitudes toward dark-skinned persons, 15*0 percent were very favor¬ 
able and 7*0 percent were favorable. A percentage of 5*4 was undecided 
and 13*6 percent were unfavorable toward dark-skinned persons. 
Again, the results may be somewhat distorted due to the greater 
number of the respondents In the middle class. The hypothesis, how¬ 
ever, seems to be supported. The sub-hypothesis states "skin color 
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Influences the attitudes of middle class students to a greater degree 
than it does for lower class students*'* It seems, as indicated by 
the data, that middle class respondents slightly favor light-skinned 
persons, but the number is not terribly significant* Both middle 
and lower class respondents lean toward the dark-skinned person. The 
elite societies, like those in Washington, D. C., seem to have a makeup 
of the light-skinned persons in that city* Societies like this exist 
because the white master allowed his 'Vnulatto children" to become 
educated members in society and sent them "up North" to get ahead. It 
was in places like Washington, D. C.that they were able to set up 
their own little elite groups* The black population makes up about 
2 
50 percent of the total population in Washington, D. C. 
Marital Status.—The respondents were classified into six cate¬ 
gories—single, engaged, married, divorced, separated and other. A 
large number of the respondents (84) were single* 
Thirty respondents were engaged; 45 respondents were married; 20 
respondents were divorced; 17 respondents were separated; and 4 respon¬ 
dents fell into the other category. 
Among the single respondents, 35*0 percent were very favorable 
toward light-skinned people; 15*0 percent were favorable. No respon¬ 
dents were undecided; 15*0 percent were unfavorable toward light¬ 
skinned people* It is indicated that 15*0 percent were very favorable 
toward dark-skinned people; and 16.0 percent were favorable. No 
respondents were undecided; and, 4.0 percent were unfavorable toward 
dark-skinned persons* 
^Thomas F. Pettigrew, A Profile of the Negro American (Princeton: 
0. Van Nostrand Company, Inc., 1964), p* 147* 
TABLE 7 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF ATTITUDES TOWARD SKIN COLOR BY MARITAL STATUS 
Sinqle Enqaaed Married Divorced Separated Other 




















Very Favorable 29 35.0 9 30.0 0 0.0 3 15.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Favorable 13 15.0 1 3.7 8 17.0 1 6.0 3 15.0 0 0.0 
Undecided 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Unfavorable 13 15.0 5 16.0 8 17.6 1 4.0 4 24.0 1 18.7 
Attitudes Toward Dark- 
Skinned People 
Very Favorable 13 15.0 9 30.0 19 41.4 6 31.0 9 55.0 3 81.3 
Favorable 13 16.0 2 5.4 5 10.0 6 27.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Undecided 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 11.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Unfavorable 3 4.0 4 14.6 5 14.0 1 6.0 1 6.0 0 0.0 
Total 84 100.0 30 100.0 45 100.0 20 100.0 17 100.0 4 100.0 
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Among the engaged respondents» 30*3 percent were very favorable 
toward light-skinned people; 3«7 percent were favorable. No respon¬ 
dents were undecided; 16.0 percent were unfavorable toward light¬ 
skinned people. As to attitudes toward dark-skinned persons» 30.0 
percent were very favorable; and» 5.4 percent were favorable. No 
respondents were undecided; 14.6 percent were unfavorable toward dark- 
skinned persons. 
Among those respondents who were married» 17.0 percent were 
favorable toward light-skinned people; no respondents were undecided; 
17.6 percent were unfavorable. A total of 41.4 percent were very 
favorable toward dark-skinned people; 10.0 percent were favorable. 
No respondents were undecided; 14.0 percent were unfavorable toward 
dark-skinned people. 
Those respondents who were divorced had 15*0 percent favorability 
toward light-skinned people; 6.0 percent were favorable. No respon¬ 
dents were undecided; 4.0 percent were unfavorable toward light-skinned 
people. As indicated» 31*0 percent were very favorable toward dark- 
skinned people; 27*3 percent had favorable attitudes. A total of 11.7 
percent were undecided; 6.0 percent were unfavorable toward dark- 
skinned people. 
For those who were separated 15*0 percent were favorable toward 
light-skinned people; no respondents were undecided; 24.0 percent were 
unfavorable. As indicated» 55.0 percent were very favorable toward 
dark-skinned people; no respondents were undecided; 6.0 percent were 
unfavorable. 
Among those who fell into the other category» 18.7 percent were 
unfavorable toward light-skinned people; no respondents were favorable; 
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no respondents were undecided; 81*3 percent were favorable toward 
dark-skinned people* 
The hypothesis states "respondents who are married are influ¬ 
enced to a lesser degree by skin color than are sing1e>respondents." 
The data support this hypothesis because it seems that the single 
respondents have set a goal as to the type of marriage partner they 
must seek, while those persons who are already married have made the 
choice. Single respondents at Atlanta University often are searching 
for mates and tend to look for the characteristics in a person that 
indicate some particular skin color* Married respondents, however, 
come to Atlanta University already married and have either found the 
ideal partner or accepted a substitute* Those respondents who were 
engaged were split in their opinions. About half of them preferred 
light-skinned persons and half preferred dark-skinned persons. 
This is only speculation because no definite answers can be 
given as to the reasons why respondents in the other category answered 
the questionnaire as they did. In the categories of divorced, separ¬ 
ated and other, respondents were not asked questions that directly 
involved their present circumstances. 
Skin Color.—There were seven categories from which the respon¬ 
dents chose their skin complexion. The investigator evaluated the 
respondents* skin complexion by indicating the color of the respondent 
in the right-hand corner of the questionnaire, at the time it was com¬ 
pleted. (See Table 8). The respondents seemed to be aware of their 
skin colors and in most cases checked the same color as the investiga¬ 
tor. The three respondents who were not sure thought it over and decided 
TABLE 8 






































Very Favorable 10 85.0 9 81.6 18 73.4 14 17.0 3 10.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Favorable 2 15.0 2 10.4 1 5.6 5 6.0 3 10.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Undecided 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 9 11.4 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 





Very Favorable 0 0.0 0 0.0 4 15.0 33 40.0 17 61.7 17 63.7 15 100.0 
Favorable 0 0.0 2 8.0 1 6.0 6 7.0 4 18.3 1 5.0 0 0.0 
Undecided 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 4.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Unfavorable 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Total 12 100.0 13 100.0 24 100.0 82 100.0 27 100.0 27 100.0 15 100.0 
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on the same color as the investigator. The respondents» however» 
were not aware that they were being rated by the investigator. 
Of those respondents who were very light» 85.0 percent were very 
favorable toward light-skinned persons and 15*0 percent were favor¬ 
able. No respondents were undecided; and» no respondents were unfavor¬ 
able toward light-skinned persons. 
Of those respondents who were light» 81.6 percent were very 
favorable toward light-skinned persons and 10.4 percent were favor¬ 
able. A slight 8.0 percent were favorable toward the dark-skinned 
persons. 
Among the light brown respondents» 73*4 percent were very favor¬ 
able toward other light-skinned persons; 5*6 percent were favorable. 
A slight 15*0 percent were favorable toward dark-skinned people and 
6.0 percent were favorable. 
Of those respondents who were medium brown» 17*0 percent were 
very favorable toward light-skinned persons; 6.0 percent were favorable. 
Eleven and four tenths percent were undecided about their attitudes 
toward light-skinned people; 14.6 percent were favorable. Forty per¬ 
cent were very favorable toward dark-skinned people; 7«0 percent were 
favorable. Only 4.0 percent were undecided as to the attitudes toward 
dark-skinned people; and» no respondents were unfavorable. 
Among dark-brown respondents» 10.0 percent were very favorable 
toward light-skinned persons; and» 10.0 percent were favorable. No 
respondents were undecided» and» no respondents wereoinfavorable toward 
light-skinned people. As indicated» 61.7 percent were very favorable 
toward dark-skinned people; and, 18.3 percent were favorable. No 
respondents were undecided; and, no respondents were unfavorable toward 
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dark-skinned persons* 
Among dark respondents, 31*3 percent were unfavorable toward 
light-skinned persons; 63*7 percent were very favorable toward dark- 
skinned persons; and, 5*0 percent were favorable. 
Among those respondents who were very dark, 100.0 percent were 
very favorable toward dark-skinned people. 
The reason for attitudes toward skin color has been illustrated 
by Kenneth B. Clark and Talcott Parsons.^ It is their thesis that 
color is treated not as a direct component of the social status of the 
Negro—for in strict theoretical terms it is merely a symbol. On 
relatively concrete levels, it is correct to say that individual 
blacks discriminate against other blacks, solely because of color. 
This may occur in jobs, social status seeking and the choosing of a 
marriage partner. 
A number of recent experiments have shown that the colorations 
of words has a powerful impact on one's feelings about an interpre¬ 
tation of poetry. Lightly shaded colors produce different reactions 
than do darkly shaded ones; however, the words and form of the poem 
remain unchanged.** 
If colors have such a substantial impact when associated with the 
written work, is it not also possible that the pigmentation of skin 
may affect a person's feelings about other people and his interpreta¬ 
tion of their actions? In particular, is it possible that color 
^Kenneth B. Clark and Talcott Parsons, The Negro American (Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1966). 
4Ibid. 
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differences may play a divisive role in social relationships? 
Dollard's Caste and Class in a Southern Town-* Indicates that 
first caste awareness apparently occurs very early in the Negro family. 
One Negro said he used to hear his parents and their guests talking; 
the conversation would always be about the bad treatment received by 
Negroes» their hard lot and hard luck. Still another source of racial 
awareness occurred in the family because his brothers and sisters were 
of different shades. The darker ones would assume that the lighter 
ones wanted to be white; and» if they showed any arrogance in behavior» 
it was said of them that they were trying to act like whites; in fact, 
the lighter children did not have to be nearly as bold as the darker 
one to draw this reproach. 
It seems that attitudes toward color will not change until color 
itself disappears. 
5 John Dollard, Caste and Class in a Southern Town (New York: 
Doubleday and Company, Inc., Publishers, 1957), p. 68. 
CHAPTER IV 
ATTITUDES TOWARD SKIN COLOR BY DEGREE 
OF BLACK POWER FAVORABILITY 
This chapter deals with attitudes toward skin color in terms of 
degree of "black power" favorability. An attempt is made to assess 
the influence of the degree of "black power" favorability on attitudes 
toward skin color. 
The respondents were asked to answer questions on Integration 
and separatism on the basis of degree of favorability toward black 
power. There were five degrees of favorability—not at.all* rarely* 
occasionally* frequently and very frequently. 
Of these respondents who did not favor black power at all* 81.0 
percent were not very favorable toward integration (See Table 9)* while 
no respondents in this category were undecided or unfavorable toward 
integration. In the same category* 19.0 percent were not very favor¬ 
able toward separatism* while no respondents were favorable* undecided 
or unfavorable. The total number of respondents in this category (16) 
represents only eight percent of the total number of respondents. 
Of those who rarely favor the black power advocates* 51*6 percent 
were very favorable toward integration; 10.4 percent were favorable; 
no respondents were undecided; 31*4 percent were unfavorable. As for 
separatist views* 3*6 percent were very favorable toward separatism; 
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TABLE 9 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF ATTITUDES OF RESPONDENTS TOWARD SKIN COLOR BY DEGREE 
OF BUCK POWER FAVORABILITY 
Attitudes Deqree of Black Power Favorabllitv 
of Very Frequently Frequently Occasionally Rarely Not at All 
Respondents Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Inteqration 
Very Favorable 1 3.0 2 6.3 0 0.0 48 51.6 13 81.0 
Favorable 1 4.0 10 31.3 0 0.0 10 10.4 0 0.0 
Undecided 2 5.0 4 12.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Unfavorable 9 25.0 1 3.6 0 0.0 29 31.4 0 0.0 
Separatism 
Very Favorable 9 25.0 7 21.4 19 75.0 3 3.6 3 19.0 
Favorable 7 15.0 4 15.7 7 25.0 3 3.0 0 0.0 
Undecided 6 13.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Unfavorable 0 0.0 2 9.6 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Total 35 100.0 30 100.0 26 100.0 93 100.0 16 100.0 
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3*0 percent were favorable; no respondents were undecided or unfavor¬ 
able toward separatism. The total number of respondents in this cate¬ 
gory (93) represents 46.5 percent of the total number of respondents. 
Among those respondents who occasionally favor “black power" advo¬ 
cates* 75.0 percent are very favorable toward separatism. The total 
number of respondents in this category (26) represents thirteen percent 
of the total number of respondents. 
Of those respondents who frequently favor the "black power" advo¬ 
cates* 6.3 percent were very favorable toward integration; 31*3 per¬ 
cent were favorable; 12.2 percent were undecided; 3*6 percent were 
very favorable toward separatism; 15*7 percent were favorable; no 
respondents were undecided; 9*6 percent were unfavorable toward separa¬ 
tism. The total number of respondents in this category (30) represents 
fifteen percent of the total number of respondents. 
Of those respondents who very frequently favor the "black power" 
advocates* 3*0 percent were very favorable toward integration; 4.0 
percent were favorable; 5*0 percent were undecided; 5*0 percent were 
undecided; 25*0 percent were very unfavorable toward integration. Among 
the respondents who had separatist views* 25.0 percent were very favor¬ 
able toward separatism; 15*0 percent were favorable; 13*0 percent were 
undecided; no respondents were unfavorable. The total number of respon¬ 
dents in this category (35) represents 17*5 percent of the total number 
of respondents. 
The attitudes seemed to be relatively split. As was expected* a 
small percentage of the respondents strongly favored separatism. It 
is possible that these respondents were members of the group of Black 
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Muslims. There were some respondents* however* that may not have been 
members of this group because the percentages exceeded the number of 
Black Muslim respondents. Possibly because of the new trend toward 
"black consciousness" that is so prevalent in society today* some other 
respondents seemed to favor separatist views. 
The new idea that "black is beautiful" is a reason for the change 
in attitudes. As one becomes more aware of himself and of his culture; 
he becomes more conscious of his culture; he becomes more conscious of 
his color. The darker he is usually the more conscious he is of his 
color and the more militant he is likely to be. 
Due to the great changes that are taking place in America today 
because the "black man" is standing up to America and demanding what 
is his it is readily evident that a change in the attitudes of the 
black man has occurred. 
It is interesting to note that occasionally all of the respondents 
favor separatism to some degree. This may be interpreted to mean that 
all of the respondents are at times convinced that skin color is such 
a primary factor in society* that one of the few recourses that can 
be taken is for all Negroes* regardless of the hue of blackness* to 
separate themselves from the white majority and pursue a way of life 
where skin color or racial designation does not determine one's accep¬ 
tance or rejection in any walk of life. The above interpretation is 
debatable* but* at least* it points out that there is an awareness of 
inequality that is prevalent with skin color or racial designation 
being one of the major responsible factors. Moreover, separatism of 
the races is thought to be a solution to this dilemma. Attitudes such 
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as these are probably bred when one considers the recent antagonistic 
treatment and killings of Black Power advocates and the near-acceptance 
of members of the Ku Klux Klan and similar organizations. Even if 
one's primary philosophy of life is idealistic enough to favor integra¬ 
tion, as the majority of the respondents are, from time to time, they 
have some reservations as to the possibility of the fruition of com¬ 
plete integration. 
The sub-hypothesis states "There are no significant differences 
in attitudes toward skin color due to the degree of black power beliefs." 
This hypothesis was proved to be true. The two bases for determining 
attitudes toward skin color by degree of black power favorability were 
integration and separatism. Therefore, the attitudes showed awareness 
toward skin color that was other than black. Since integration and 
separatism were the bases, the attitudes of the respondents reflected 
opinions toward skin color of persons who were not black. 
This portion of the study goes beyond degrees of blackness, for 
in this society any degree of blackness places all black people in a 
particular category from almost all aspects of interaction, including 
social, personal, economic and political. Therefore, for various 
reasons, as indicated in Table 9* many of the black respondents, though 
not always favorable toward black power, certainly feel that all blacks 
are in a common dilemma when it comes to acceptance or rejection of 
the American Society. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
From this study, it is evident that black students still have 
internalized feelings toward skin color. As indicated earlier, female 
students preferred dark-skinned males and the males preferred the 
light-skinned females. It was thought that, with the new "Afro- 
American11 trend, preferences of skin color toward blacks would be at 
a minimum. This, however, was not the case as indicated by the mascu¬ 
line and feminine preferences of skin color. 
Of the four degrees of agreement and disagreement—very favorable, 
favorable, undecided, and unfavorable—the majority of the respondents 
had favorable attitudes toward the dark-skinned person. The attitudes 
ran from very favorable to unfavorable. 
In regard to age, those individuals in the 19-30 category were 
the most favorable toward light-skinned people; but, this same group 
was more favorable toward dark-skinned people. It seems, that indi¬ 
viduals over thirty were more favorable toward the dark-skinned person 
with the least amount of favorability toward the light-skinned person. 
As for place of birth, it was found that people from the South 
were more favorable toward light-skinned people, while those from the 
West were the most unfavorable toward light-skinned people. Place of 
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birth was one of the independent variables, but it was found that there 
might be a significant difference in attitudes of persons born in areas 
other than the South. 
As for religion, it was found that those of the Catholic faith 
were favorable toward the light-skinned person. As could be expected, 
those of the Black Muslim faith readily preferred the dark-skinned 
person. Protestant attitudes were more or less split in opinions 
with favorable attitudes toward both light and dark-skinned people. 
In regard to marital status, the responses of the single respon¬ 
dents were split. Many opinions were split because respondents indi¬ 
cated a preference of color when they answered questions pertaining 
to dating, engagement and marriage. There were few who were undecided. 
In regard to class status, the majority of the respondents were 
from the middle class. Their preference was toward the dark-skinned 
person. The upper class respondent favored the light-skinned person. 
The lower class respondent favored the dark-skinned person. Again, 
there were few respondents who were undecided. 
In regard to skin color, those persons who rated themselves as 
very light, light and light brown preferred the light-skinned person. 
There was one exception within the light brown category; a small per¬ 
centage of them preferred the dark-skinned person. The majority of 
the respondents were of the medium brown complexion and had split 
opinions. The majority of these respondents, however, preferred the 
dark-skinned person. A small percentage of those persons who rated 
themselves as dark brown preferred light-skinned people, while the others 
preferred dark-skinned people. Of course, the persons in the last .... 
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Check or fill in the blank spaces. 
1. Age at last birthday 
2. Sex: Male Female 
3. Hometowns 
City State 




Protestant • What denomination 
Catholic 
Black Muslim 
_____________ Other (Specify) 
6. Occupational status of parents: 
a. Father's occupation 
b. Mother's occupation 
Indicate which category best describes your family's present 
income. 
$5f000 and less $9.500 - 10.499 
$5.500 - 6.499 $10.500 - 11.499 
$6.500 - 7.499 $12.500 - 13.499 , 
$7.500 - 8.499 $13.500 - 14.499 
How would you describe your 
$15.500 » and above 
skin complexion? 
Very liqht Medium Brown y/erv dark 
Liqht Dark brown 
Liqht brown Dark 
65 
Below are a list of statements. Check the response which most typi¬ 
cally expresses your attitude toward each statement. 
Strongly Strongly 
Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Disagree 
9. I preferred light¬ 
skinned friends in 
grade school. _______________________________________________ 
10. I preferred light¬ 
skinned friends in 
high school. _______________________________________________ 
11. I preferred dark- 
skinned friends in 
college. ____________________________________________ 
12. My frat-sorority 
friends were dart* 
skinned.        
13» My parents always 
favored dark-skinned 
people. 
14. I prefer my dark 
relatives to my light¬ 
skinned ones. 
15» I prefer friends who 
are light-skinned. __ 
16. I prefer male friends 
who are dark-skinned. __ 
17* I prefer dates who are 
usually dark-skinned. _ 
18. I prefer to double¬ 
date with a friend 
whose date is as light¬ 
skinned as mine. 
19. I prefer female friends 
who are light-skinned._ 
20. I prefer to attend 







21. I feel that dark- 
skinned people are 
inferior. 
22. I prefer to attend 
church with dark- 
skinned friends. 
23. I prefer to play 
sports with my light¬ 
skinned friends. 
24. I prefer to ride fn 
cars with my dark- 
skinned friends. 
25» I prefer to drink 
with my light¬ 
skinned friends. 
26. I would rather have 
a dark-skinned room¬ 
mate. 
27. I feel that light 
skin signifies 
beauty. 
28. I would rather work 
with light-skinned 
people. 
29. I prefer light¬ 
skinned female 
teachers. 
30. Ipprefer dark-skinned 
teachers. 
31. I feel that dark skin 
is ugly. 
32. I would rather become 
engaged to a light¬ 
skinned person. 
33. I would prefer to 




Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Disagree 
34. I would prefer to 
have dark-skinned 
children.  
35. I would rather live 
in a neighborhood 
of light-skinned 
Negroes. _____ 
36. I prefer associa¬ 
ting with dark- 
skinned pro¬ 
fessional people. 
37» I prefer going 
to a light¬ 
skinned doctor. 
38. I would rather have 
a dark-skinned 
lawyer defend me. 
39. I think light¬ 
skinned people 
are less capable 
of becoming good 
lawyers. ___ 
40. Color is not sig¬ 
nificant to me in 
any way.   
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Check the response that most typically expresses your attitude toward 
the subject. 
Not Occas- Fre- Very Fre- 
at Al 1 Rarely ional1y quently quentlv 
41. I believe in Inte- 
gation. 
42. I believe the black 
man is mistreated in 
the United States. 
43. Blacks in the United 
States support sepa¬ 
ratism. 
44. Many outstanding 
blacks are black 
white men. 
45. I feel that the 
black man should 
control the busi¬ 
ness in predomi¬ 
nantly black areas. 
46. I believe it is 
impossible for the 
black man to gain 
equality in the 
United States. 
47. I believe blacks 
should live in separ¬ 
ate neighborhoods.   
48. I believe blacks 
should have a repre¬ 
sentative backing in 
state governments. —__ 
49. I feet that black 
children should always 
have black teachers. 
50. White teachers are 
incapable of under¬ 
standing problems 
of black children. 
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